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The Traité de l'harmonie of Jen-Philippe Rameau is one of the most important books in the history of
Western music. Written while Rameau was still a relatively obscure organist and music master at Clermont-
Ferrand, the book received but one printing during Rameau's life, in 1722, shortly before he settled in Paris.
The Traité was immediately recognized as a profound advance in musical theory, however, and it established
Rameau's reputation as a theorist. His book was the first to codify those principles of tonality that were to
dominate the music of the West for almost two centuries. Even today the theories of Rameau remain the
basis for the study of harmony.
Rameau's Traité de l'harmonie is divided into four books, the first of which presents the mathematical basis
from which Rameau sought to derive his theories. Book Two may be considered the most important section
of the Traité; in it Rameau generates his entire harmonic system from fundamental principles, explaining
intervals, chords, and modes — everything, in fact, essential to musical composition in tonal style. Working
from the principles developed in Books One and Two, Book Three treats the practical rules of composition,
including such topics as harmonic modulation and chord progressions. Book Four concerns the practical art
of accompaniment on harpsichord or organ, including the realization of a figured bass. Corrections added by
Rameau in a supplement are included in the text, and all the musical examples have been reset in modern
musical notation. In addition, two pages from a unique copy of the first issue of the first edition are given in
facsimile. The translator's introduction discusses the history of the work, Rameau's mathematics, and his
place in the history of music theory.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Baxter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Treatise on
Harmony (Dover Books on Music) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music)is the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this book.

David Fulton:

This Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Treatise on Harmony
(Dover Books on Music) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in
which?

Delaine Valencia:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books
on Music) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading that will.
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