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As a nineteenth-century commercial development, the alleyway house was a hybrid of the traditional
Chinese courtyard house and the Western terraced one. Unique to Shanghai, the alleyway house was a space
where the blurring of the boundaries of public and private life created a vibrant social community. In recent
years however, the city’s rapid redevelopment has meant that the alleyway house is being destroyed, and this
book seeks to understand it in terms of the lifestyle it engendered for those who called it home, whilst also
looking to the future of the alleyway house.

Based on groundwork research, this book examines the Shanghai alleyway house in light of the complex
history of the city, especially during the colonial era. It also explores the history of urban form (and
governance) in China in order to question how the Eastern and Western traditions combined in Shanghai to
produce a unique and dynamic housing typology. Construction techniques and different alleyway house sub-
genres are also examined, as is the way of life they engendered, including some of the side-effects of
alleyway house life, such as the literature it inspired, both foreign and local, as well as the portrayal of life in
the laneways as seen in films set in the city. The book ends by posing the question: what next for the
alleyway house? Does it even have a future, and if so, what lies ahead for this rapidly vanishing typology?

This interdisciplinary book will be welcomed by students and scholars of Chinese studies, architecture and
urban development, as well as history and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Shanghai Alleyway
House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary China Series) to read.

April Young:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing
Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary China Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Todd Jacob:

This The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary China
Series) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of
this The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary China Series)
can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge Contemporary
China Series) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jim Loop:

Exactly why? Because this The Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up



having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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