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An offbeat and brilliant imagining of a "lost novel" by Isaac Babel

A celebrated writer returns to his hometown of Odessa, pondering a deal with the secret police, pining for a
daughter living abroad, and hoping to pen one last homage to his own past. Isaac Babel, the world famous
spinner of tales about Cossacks and gangsters, arrives in Odessa to be treated for asthma-and perhaps help a
condemned prisoner to escape. Or is it Babel who intends to escape?

For six decades our only record of Babel's visit has been the contents of letters and postcards sent abroad to
his mother and sister. In King of Odessa, Robert A. Rosenstone imagines a version of this visit and the novel
Babel wrote during those weeks. Babel himself is concerned with more than literary plots as he considers an
escape just as he starts an affair with an actress who may be a police spy. He also ruminates on his past-his
childhood as a sickly Jewish boy, the horrifying 1905 pogrom, the famous rides with the Cossacks that
inspired Red Calvary, and above all his complicated relationships with women. Throughout the novel
Rosenstone captures Babel's lively wit, his exhaustion with fame and the Soviet system, and his infectious
charm.

This would prove to be Babel's last visit to Odessa. Three years later, he was arrested as a spy and executed.
Rosenstone, the acclaimed biographer of writer and activist John Reed, mixes historical facts and fiction with
the talent of a gifted storyteller. The result is a captivating exploration of a great writer surrounded by history
and on the brink of falling out of it forever.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac
Babel book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Eugene Glover:

The actual book King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel will bring one to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn,
this book very ideal to you. The book King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Debra Yarbrough:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled King of Odessa: A Novel of Isaac Babel can be excellent book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Betty Young:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love King of Odessa: A Novel of
Isaac Babel, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.
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