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The schoolhouse has long been a crucible in the construction and contestation of the political concept of
"family values." Through Spanish-bilingual and sex education, moderates and conservatives in California
came to define the family as a politicized and racialized site in the late 1960s and 1970s. Sex education
became a vital arena in the culture wars as cultural conservatives imagined the family as imperiled by
morally lax progressives and liberals who advocated for these programs attempted to manage the onslaught
of sexual explicitness in broader culture. Many moderates, however, doubted the propriety of addressing
such sensitive issues outside the home. Bilingual education, meanwhile, was condemned as a symbol of
wasteful federal spending on ethically questionable curricula and an intrusion on local prerogative. Spanish-
language bilingual-bicultural programs may seem less relevant to the politics of family, but many Latino
parents and students attempted to assert their authority, against great resistance, in impassioned demands to
incorporate their cultural and linguistic heritage into the classroom. Both types of educational programs, in
their successful implementation and in the reaction they inspired, highlight the rightward turn and enduring
progressivism in postwar American political culture.

In Classroom Wars, Natalia Mehlman Petrzela charts how a state and a citizenry deeply committed to public
education as an engine of civic and moral education navigated the massive changes brought about by the
1960s, including the sexual revolution, school desegregation, and a dramatic increase in Latino immigration.
She traces the mounting tensions over educational progressivism, cultural and moral decay, and fiscal
improvidence, using sources ranging from policy documents to student newspapers, from course evaluations
to oral histories. Petrzela reveals how a growing number of Americans fused values about family, personal,
and civic morality, which galvanized a powerful politics that engaged many Californians and, ultimately,
many Americans. In doing so, they blurred the distinction between public and private and inspired some of
the fiercest classroom wars in American history. Taking readers from the cultures of Orange County mega-
churches to Berkeley coffeehouses, Natalia Mehlman Petrzela's history of these classroom controversies
sheds light on the bitterness of the battles over diversity we continue to wage today and their influence on
schools and society nationwide.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern
Political Culture was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of
Modern Political Culture is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the
book Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture. You never sense lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Here thing why this particular Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making
of Modern Political Culture giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the
Making of Modern Political Culture. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the
Making of Modern Political Culture in e-book can be your alternative.

Theodore Huff:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture.

Michael Marx:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?



Or just trying to find the Classroom Wars: Language, Sex, and the Making of Modern Political Culture when
you desired it?
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