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Early in the twentieth century, the Cuban sugarcane industry faced a labor crisis when Cuban and European
workers balked at the inhumane conditions they endured in the cane fields. Rather than reforming their
practices, sugar companies gained permission from the Cuban government to import thousands of black
workers from other Caribbean colonies, primarily Haiti and Jamaica. Black Labor, White Sugar illuminates
the story of these immigrants, their exploitation by the sugarcane companies, and the strategies they used to
fight back.

Philip A. Howard traces the socioeconomic and political circumstances in Haiti and Jamaica that led men to
leave their homelands to cut, load, and haul sugarcane in Cuba. Once there, the field workers, or braceros,
were subject to marginalization and even violence from the sugar companies, which used structures of race,
ethnicity, color, and class to subjugate these laborers. Howard argues that braceros drew on their cultural
identities-from concepts of home and family to spiritual worldviews-to interpret and contest their
experiences in Cuba. They also fought against their exploitation in more overt ways. As labor conditions
worsened in response to falling sugar prices, the principles of anarcho-syndicalism converged with the Pan-
African philosophy of Marcus Garvey to foster the evolution of a protest culture among black Caribbean
laborers. By the mid-1920s, this identity encouraged many braceros to participate in strikes that sought to
improve wages as well as living and working conditions.

The first full-length exploration of Haitian and Jamaican workers in the Cuban sugarcane industry, Black
Labor, White Sugar examines the industry's abuse of thousands of black Caribbean immigrants, and the
braceros' answering struggle for power and self-definition.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Totten:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros and Their Struggle for Power in the Cuban Sugar
Industry.

Jane Rich:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Black Labor,
White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros and Their Struggle for Power in the Cuban Sugar Industry provide you
with new experience in reading a book.

Robert Lyman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros and Their Struggle for Power
in the Cuban Sugar Industry was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Dona Cole:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros and Their Struggle for Power in the Cuban Sugar
Industry when you required it?
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