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In 1945, Elsie C. Bechtel left her Ohio home for the tiny French commune of Lavercantière, where for nearly
three years she cared for children displaced by the ravages of war. Bechtel’s diary, photographs, and letters
home to her family provide the central texts of this study. From 1945 to 1948, she recorded her encounters
with French society and her immersion in the spare beauty of rural France. From her daily work came
passionate musings on the emotional world of human interactions and evocative observations of the
American, Spanish, and French co-workers and children with whom she lived.
As a volunteer with the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), Bechtel was part of the war relief efforts of
pacifist Quakers and Anabaptists. In France between 1939 and 1948, MCC programs distributed clothing,
shared food, and sheltered refugee children. The work began in the far southwest of France but, by the time
Bechtel completed her service in 1948, had moved to the Alsace region, where French Mennonites clustered.
Bechtel’s writings emerged from a religious context that included much travel, but little reflection on the
significance of that travel. Yet, religiously motivated travel—an old tradition in southwest France—shaped
Bechtel’s life. The authors consider her experiences in terms of religious pilgrimage and reflect on their own
pilgrimage to Lavercantière in 2006 for a reunion with some of the people marked by the broader effort that
Bechtel joined.
To understand Bechtel’s experiences and prose, the authors examined archival sources on MCC’s work in
France, gathered oral and written narratives of participants, and researched other war relief efforts in Spain
and France in the 1930s and 1940s. Drawing on these various contexts, the authors establish the complexity,
but also the significance, of pilgrimage and humanitarian service as intercultural exchanges.
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From reader reviews:

Madge Stamps:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern
France, 1945-1948. Try to face the book Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern
France, 1945-1948 as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Stephen Hancock:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France,
1945-1948 book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer regarding Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France,
1945-1948 content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Relief Work as
Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-1948 is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Robert Hightower:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss
Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-1948. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Rachel Haley:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-1948 we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book.



Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by
this book Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-1948. You can
more desirable than now.
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