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Universal human rights standards were adopted in 1948, but in the 1970s and 1980s, violent dictatorships in
Argentina and Chile flagrantly defied the new protocols. Chilean general Augusto Pinochet and the
Argentine military employed state terrorism in their quest to eradicate Marxism and other forms of
"subversion." Pinochet constructed an iron shield of impunity for himself and the military in Chile, while in
Argentina, military pressure resulted in laws preventing prosecution for past human rights violations. When
democracy was reestablished in both countries by 1990, justice for crimes against humanity seemed beyond
reach.

Thomas C. Wright examines how persistent advocacy by domestic and international human rights groups,
evolving legal environments, unanticipated events that impacted public opinion, and eventual changes in
military leadership led to a situation unique in the world—the stripping of impunity not only from a select
number of commanders of the repression but from all those involved in state terrorism in Chile and
Argentina. This has resulted in trials conducted by national courts, without United Nations or executive
branch direction, in which hundreds of former repressors have been convicted and many more are indicted or
undergoing trial.

Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy draws on extensive research, including interviews, to trace the
erosion and collapse of the former repressors' impunity—a triumph for human rights advocates that has
begun to inspire authorities in other Latin American countries, including Peru, Uruguay, Brazil, and
Guatemala, to investigate past human rights violations and prosecute their perpetrators.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Rodriguez:

This Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 usually are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Impunity, Human Rights, and
Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 can be among the great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and
Argentina, 1990-2005 forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Erica Logan:

This Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

David Hosford:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy:
Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Debra Shortt:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-
2005 when you essential it?
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