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The author’s quest begins when the word ‘indigo’ draws her to the illustrated journals, now in the British
Library, of Victorian explorer Thomas Machell. She finds her life to have striking echoes of his, not least his
travels to and within India, a career in indigo, and a passion for journal writing. She is also intrigued by his
aspiration to write ‘a novel in the form of an autobiography’ and by his quirky watercolor sketches. Machell
of Crackenthorpe, born in 1824, first demonstrated his yearning for adventure when only twelve, and at
sixteen left the family rectory to follow his dream of traveling to the East. By chance, he witnessed many
important historical events, including the infamous ‘First Opium War’ and the ‘Indian Mutiny’. He spent
most of his adult life in India; the author follows him to indigo plantations of rural Bengal and Bangladesh,
to coffee estates in Kerala’s Malabar Hills, to unexplored regions of central India and to the city of Calcutta.
Machell also traveled up the Indus River to Kashmir and the North-West Frontier and undertook an intrepid
sea voyage with Muslim merchants. When the author voyages aboard the last freighter to take passengers
from UK to India, she faces the same threat of pirate attack in the Red Sea as Machell. She also follows in
his wake by cargo ship to the most remote Polynesian islands, setting for his passionate love affair, and she
seeks his colorful descendants in the New World. This remarkable tale of East-West connections brings to
life the untold story of a spirited outsider at the height of the British Raj. Serendipity, intuition and an
enchanting relationship, as well as the author’s quest to uncover the missing years of Machell’s life, give this
book its magical extra dimension. Thomas Machell, explorer, writer and artist, was born near York in 1824.
As a teenager he sailed around the Cape of Good Hope to India and on to China where he experienced the
‘First Opium War’. His next voyage was around Cape Horn to the Polynesian Islands of the Marquesas, on a
ship carrying coal and guano. Returning to India, he worked in indigo in Bengal, coffee in Kerala and with
bullock transport in central India. He also traveled up the Indus to the North-West Frontier and Kashmir and
in the Arab world by land and by sea with Muslim merchants. He died in India in 1864, aged 39.

REVIEWS

'The author’s alliance with Thomas is an amazing and magical thing…this book must at all costs be read,
because the author’s voice – her passion and her mission – is utterly captivating.’

- Gillon Aitken of Aitken Alexander Associates

‘A deeply moving, totally enchanting account of a great metaphysical mystery.’

- A N Wilson

‘… the story of a forgotten pioneer whose startling diaries shed a surprisingly progressive light on European
colonialism.’

- Western Morning News: Hannah Finch
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Deeper than Indigo: Tracing Thomas
Machell, Forgotten Explorer will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Suzanne Brooke:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Deeper than Indigo: Tracing Thomas Machell,
Forgotten Explorer is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Mary Rohe:

The actual book Deeper than Indigo: Tracing Thomas Machell, Forgotten Explorer has a lot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Patricia Ramirez:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Deeper than Indigo: Tracing Thomas
Machell, Forgotten Explorer is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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