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Pastoral poetry has long been considered a signature Renaissance mode: originating in late sixteenth-century
England via a rediscovery of classical texts, it is concerned with self-fashioning and celebrating the court.
But, as Katherine C. Little demonstrates in Transforming Work: Early Modern Pastoral and Medieval
Poetry, the pastoral mode is in fact indebted to medieval representations of rural labor. 
 
Little offers a new literary history for the pastoral, arguing that the authors of the first English pastorals used
rural laborers familiar from medieval texts—plowmen and shepherds—to reflect on the social, economic,
and religious disruptions of the sixteenth century. In medieval writing, these figures were particularly
associated with the reform of the individual and the social world: their work also stood for the penance and
good works required of Christians, the care of the flock required of priests, and the obligations of all people
to work within their social class. By the sixteenth century, this reformism had taken on a dangerous set of
associations—with radical Protestantism, peasants' revolts, and complaints about agrarian capitalism.
Pastoral poetry rewrites and empties out this radical potential, making the countryside safe to write about
again. 
 
Moving from William Langland’s Piers Plowman and the medieval shepherd plays, through the Piers
Plowman–tradition, to Edmund Spenser’s pastorals, Little’s reconstructed literary genealogy discovers the
“other” past of pastoral in the medieval and Reformation traditions of “writing rural labor.”

"Transforming Work is an exciting, perceptive, and innovative monograph which shows how poetry from the
fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries represented work and labour. In doing so the book poses a serious
challenge to prevailing orthodoxies, establishing a courteous dialogue with literary texts and literary critics.
Katherine Little shows herself throughout to be an adept and alert reader, committed to revealing what has
remained hidden for far too long, our understanding of the relationship between the major literary works of
Langland, Googe, Barclay, and Spenser, the literary traditions to which their work belonged, and the reality
of work in medieval and early modern England." —Andrew Hadfield, University of Sussex
 
"This book comes after many other studies of the continuity of the classical pastoral tradition in England, and
corrects a general tendency to neglect the medieval influences on the development of the tradition. I found
the study as a whole immensely stimulating." —Derek Pearsall, University of York 
 
"Katherine C. Little's elegant and fluidly written book offers a necessary corrective to a generic narrative that
usually occludes the medieval period's contributions to pastoral. As such, her work is a welcome addition,
since it both revises the Renaissance literary map and offers new contexts for reading familiar late medieval
texts as part of this larger tradition." —Kellie Robertson, University of Maryland
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

The particular book Transforming Work: Early Modern Pastoral and Late Medieval Poetry (ND
ReFormations: Medieval & Early Modern) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Eva Ammons:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Transforming Work: Early Modern Pastoral and Late Medieval Poetry (ND ReFormations: Medieval &
Early Modern) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Transforming
Work: Early Modern Pastoral and Late Medieval Poetry (ND ReFormations: Medieval & Early Modern)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for
your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jose Crawford:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Transforming Work: Early Modern
Pastoral and Late Medieval Poetry (ND ReFormations: Medieval & Early Modern) is simple to develop you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cassandra Harvey:

You can get this Transforming Work: Early Modern Pastoral and Late Medieval Poetry (ND ReFormations:
Medieval & Early Modern) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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