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The press and politicians. A delicate relationship. Too close, and danger ensues. Too far apart, and
democracy itself cannot function.

Pravda (which means "truth") is a satire written at the height of Thatcherism when huge political changes
were afoot. The play essentially studies, through black humour and close scrutiny, the tabloid ethic and the
media industry as a get-rich-quick-fix.

In the programme for the original 1985 production of Pravda, Brenton wrote: "Pravda means 'the truth'.
English newspapers aren't propaganda sheets. The question is, why do so many of them choose to behave as
if they are?"

The character of Lambert Le Roux is a South African newspaper tycoon and the owner of several companies,
striding his way through the regional papers en route to Fleet Street. Turning broadsheets tabloid, dumbing
down the message, and stretching the truth, Le Roux takes no prisoners as he manipulates politicians and
creates a media monopoly out of a once-respected industry.

Le Roux is bent on dominating England's press as he has elsewhere in the world. As we see Le Roux
accomplish his aims, we see also how the press is not the organ of truth we like to think it is. The
dissemination of the truth is no longer its primary goal under the 'Lambert Le Rouxs' of our world. What is
important now is what sells.

The play is an epic satire on the media in the Thatcher era; a morality tale about how Andrew, a young
liberal journalist, finally succumbs to Le Roux, who makes him editor of a tabloid; and – allegedly – the play
is a direct representation of Rupert Murdoch who, even in 1985, was a major force in media ownership.

Howard Brenton's and David Hare's first collaboration since Brassneck in 1973, Pravda was premiered at the
National Theatre in May 1985, starring Anthony Hopkins and directed by David Hare, and was awarded the
London Standard Best Play Award, the City Limits Best Play Award, and the Plays and Players Best Play
Award.

This Modern Classics edition features an introduction by Philip Roberts, Emeritus Professor of Drama and
Theatre Studies at the University of Leeds, and a foreword by Jonathan Church.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Pravda (Modern Classics) was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The reserve Pravda (Modern Classics) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Pravda (Modern Classics). You never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Clare Lucas:

The event that you get from Pravda (Modern Classics) is a more deep you searching the information that
hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Pravda (Modern Classics) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of Pravda (Modern Classics) instantly.

Rene Moore:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Pravda (Modern Classics) is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Joel Padilla:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Pravda
(Modern Classics).
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