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The Wright Brothers were wimps.

Or so you might think after reading this account of their unsung but even more daring rivals—the men and
women who strapped wings to their backs and took to the sky. If only for a few seconds.

People have been dying to fly, quite literally, since the dawn of history. They’ve made wings of feather and
bone, leather and wood, canvas and taffeta, and thrown themselves off the highest places they could find.
Theirs is the world’s first and still most dangerous extreme sport, and its full history has never been told.

Birdmen, Batmen, and Skyflyers is a thrilling, hilarious, and often touching chronicle of these obsessive
inventors and eccentric daredevils. It traces the story of winged flight from its doomed early pioneers to their
glorious high-tech descendants, who’ve at last conquered gravity (sometimes, anyway). Michael Abrams
gives us a brilliant bird’s-eye view of what it’s like to fly with wings. And then, inevitably, to fall.

In the Immortal Words of Great Birdmen...

“Someday I think that everyone will have wings and be able to soar from the housetops. But there must be a
lot more experimenting before that can happen.” —Clem Sohn, the world’s first batman, who plummeted to
his death at the Paris Air Show in 1937

“The trouble was that he went only halfway up the radio tower. If he had gone clear to the top it would have
been different.” —Amadeo Catao Lopes in 1946, explaining the broken legs of the man who tried his wings

“One day, a jump will be the last. The jump of death. But that idea does not hold me back.” —Rudolf
Richard Boehlen, who died of jump-related injuries in 1953

“It turned out that almost everyone from the thirties and forties had died. That just made me want to do it
more.” —Garth Taggart, stunt jumper for The Gypsy Moths, filmed in 1968

“You have to be the first one. The second one is the first loser.” —Felix Baumgartner, who in 2003 became
the first birdman to cross the English Channel

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Federico Crouch:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Birdmen, Batmen,
and Skyflyers: Wingsuits and the Pioneers Who Flew in Them, Fell in Them, and Perfected Them? Maybe it
is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Maude Porter:

The book Birdmen, Batmen, and Skyflyers: Wingsuits and the Pioneers Who Flew in Them, Fell in Them,
and Perfected Them can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the good thing like a book Birdmen, Batmen, and Skyflyers: Wingsuits and the Pioneers Who Flew in
Them, Fell in Them, and Perfected Them? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Birdmen, Batmen, and Skyflyers: Wingsuits and the Pioneers Who Flew in Them,
Fell in Them, and Perfected Them has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Jessica Davis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Birdmen, Batmen, and Skyflyers: Wingsuits and the Pioneers Who Flew in
Them, Fell in Them, and Perfected Them will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Lois Hernandez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Birdmen, Batmen, and Skyflyers: Wingsuits and the Pioneers Who
Flew in Them, Fell in Them, and Perfected Them was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a



publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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