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How has DNA come to be seen as a cosmic truth, representative of all life, potential for all cures, repository
for all identity, and end to all stories? In The Poetics of DNA, Judith Roof examines the rise of this powerful
symbol and the implications of its ascendancy for the ways we think—about ourselves, about one another,
and about the universe.

 

Descriptions of DNA, Roof argues, have distorted ideas and transformed nucleic acid into the answer to all
questions of life. This hyperbolized notion of DNA, inevitably confused or conflated with the “gene,” has
become a vector through which older ways of thinking can merge with the new, advancing long-discredited
and insidious ideas about such things as eugenics and racial selection and influencing contemporary debates,
particularly the popular press obsession with the “gay gene.” Through metaphors of DNA, she contends,
racist and homophobic ideology is masked as progressive science.

 

Grappling with twentieth-century intellectual movements as well as contemporary societal anxieties, The
Poetics of DNA reveals how descriptions of DNA and genes typify a larger set of epistemological battles that
play out not only through the assumptions associated with DNA but also through less evident methods of
magical thinking, reductionism, and pseudoscience.

 

For the first time, Roof exposes the ideology and cultural consequences of DNA and gene metaphors to
uncover how, ultimately, they are paradigms used to recreate prejudices.

 

Judith Roof is professor of English and film studies at Michigan State University. She is the author of several
books, including All about Thelma and Eve: Sidekicks and Third Wheels.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for people. The book The Poetics of DNA (Posthumanities)
was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication The Poetics of DNA (Posthumanities) is not only giving you far more
new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Poetics of DNA (Posthumanities).
You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Tom Scott:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book The Poetics of DNA (Posthumanities) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Nicole Reagan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Poetics of DNA
(Posthumanities) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The
Poetics of DNA (Posthumanities) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

James Jernigan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. The Poetics of DNA (Posthumanities) can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.
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