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In The Labor of Job, the renowned Marxist political philosopher Antonio Negri develops an unorthodox
interpretation of the Old Testament book of Job, a canonical text of Judeo-Christian thought. In the biblical
narrative, the pious Job is made to suffer for no apparent reason. The story revolves around his quest to
understand why he must bear, and why God would allow, such misery. Conventional readings explain the
tale as an affirmation of divine transcendence. When God finally speaks to Job, it is to assert his sovereignty
and establish that it is not Job’s place to question what God allows. In Negri’s materialist reading, Job does
not recognize God’s transcendence. He denies it, and in so doing becomes a co-creator of himself and the
world.

The Labor of Job was first published in Italy in 1990. Negri began writing it in the early 1980s, while he was
a political prisoner in Italy, and it was the first book he completed during his exile in France (1983–97). As
he writes in the preface, understanding suffering was for him in the early 1980s “an essential element of
resistance. . . . It was the problem of liberation, in prison and in exile, from within the absoluteness of
Power.” Negri presents a Marxist interpretation of Job’s story. He describes it as a parable of human labor,
one that illustrates the impossibility of systems of measure, whether of divine justice (in Job’s case) or the
value of labor (in the case of late-twentieth-century Marxism). In the foreword, Michael Hardt elaborates on
this interpretation. In his commentary, Roland Boer considers Negri’s reading of the book of Job in relation
to the Bible and biblical exegesis. The Labor of Job provides an intriguing and accessible entry into the
thought of one of today’s most important political philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Kelly:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human
Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of
Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Paula Shepard:

The book untitled The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion,
Politics, Ontology) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology)
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Greg Christenson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a
Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology), you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Peggy Dunn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion,
Politics, Ontology) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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