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A provocative and contrarian religious history that charts the rise of Christianity from the point of view of
traditional” religion from the religious scholar and critically acclaimed author of Augustine.

Pagans explores the rise of Christianity from a surprising and unique viewpoint: that of the people who
witnessed their ways of life destroyed by what seemed then a powerful religious cult. These “pagans” were
actually pious Greeks, Romans, Syrians, and Gauls who observed the traditions of their ancestors. To these
devout polytheists, Christians who worshipped only one deity were immoral atheists who believed that a
splash of water on the deathbed could erase a lifetime of sin.

Religious scholar James J. O’Donnell takes us on a lively tour of the Ancient Roman world through the
fourth century CE, when Romans of every nationality, social class, and religious preference found their
world suddenly constrained by rulers who preferred a strange new god. Some joined this new cult, while
others denied its power, erroneously believing it was little more than a passing fad.

In Pagans, O’Donnell brings to life various pagan rites and essential features of Roman religion and life,
offers fresh portraits of iconic historical figures, including Constantine, Julian, and Augustine, and explores
important themes—Rome versus the east, civilization versus barbarism, plurality versus unity, rich versus
poor, and tradition versus innovation—in this startling account. 
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From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of
Christianity.

Richard Ybarra:

The book untitled Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of Christianity is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to
you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Pagans: The End of Traditional
Religion and the Rise of Christianity from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Louise Fulghum:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the publication untitled Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of
Christianity can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Billie Gallagher:

The reason why? Because this Pagans: The End of Traditional Religion and the Rise of Christianity is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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