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As the "social anchor" in middle-class homes of the nineteenth century, the piano was simultaneously an
elegant piece of drawing-room furniture, a sign of bourgeois prosperity, and a means of introducing the
young to music. In this admirably balanced and leisurely account of the popular instrument, the late,
internationally known concert pianist Arthur Loesser takes a "piano's-eye view" of the recent social history
of Western Europe and the United States.
Drawing on newspapers, music manuscripts, popular accounts, and other sources, Loesser traces the history
of the piano from its predecessors, the clavichord and the harpsichord, to the modern spinet and concert
grand. Chapter headings such as "Clavichords Make Weeping Easier," "The Harpsichord Grows Feet," "The
More Pianos the Merrier," and "The Keyboards Go West" suggest the author's lighthearted approach to
topics ranging from the piano's European origins and its introduction in the United States to the decline of
piano manufacturing in the early twentieth century and the "victory of airborne music" by mid-century. A
preface by historian Jacques Barzun and a new foreword by music critic Edward Rothstein enhance a volume
rich in wit and knowledge — one that will delight any reader with an interest in the piano and on Western
cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

With other case, little persons like to read book Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on
Music). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music). You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Robert Carlson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Men,
Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music).

Ronald Karl:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Men, Women and Pianos: A Social
History (Dover Books on Music) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music) as good book not simply by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robin Castillo:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover
Books on Music) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students



especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History (Dover Books on Music) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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