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In Black Empire, Michelle Ann Stephens examines the ideal of “transnational blackness” that emerged in the
work of radical black intellectuals from the British West Indies in the early twentieth century. Focusing on
the writings of Marcus Garvey, Claude McKay, and C. L. R. James, Stephens shows how these thinkers
developed ideas of a worldwide racial movement and federated global black political community that
transcended the boundaries of nation-states. Stephens highlights key geopolitical and historical events that
gave rise to these writers’ intellectual investment in new modes of black political self-determination. She
describes their engagement with the fate of African Americans within the burgeoning U.S. empire, their
disillusionment with the potential of post–World War I international organizations such as the League of
Nations to acknowledge, let alone improve, the material conditions of people of color around the world, and
the inspiration they took from the Bolshevik Revolution, which offered models of revolution and community
not based on nationality.

Stephens argues that the global black political consciousness she identifies was constituted by both radical
and reactionary impulses. On the one hand, Garvey, McKay, and James saw freedom of movement as the
basis of black transnationalism. The Caribbean archipelago—a geographic space ideally suited to the free
movement of black subjects across national boundaries—became the metaphoric heart of their vision. On the
other hand, these three writers were deeply influenced by the ideas of militarism, empire, and male
sovereignty that shaped global political discourse in the early twentieth century. As such, their vision of
transnational blackness excluded women’s political subjectivities. Drawing together insights from American,
African American, Caribbean, and gender studies, Black Empire is a major contribution to ongoing
conversations about nation and diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Black Empire: The
Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Crist:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Black Empire: The Masculine Global
Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists) is simple to
develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Jeffrey Lambert:

This Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-
1962 (New Americanists) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean
Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists) can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Julie Slocum:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top list in your reading list is usually Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary
of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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