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What makes fashionistas willing to pay a small fortune for a particular designer accessory -- a luxe handbag,
for example? Why is it that people all over the world share the conviction that a special occasion only
becomes really special when a champagne cork pops -- and even more special when that cork comes from a
bottle of Dom Pérignon? Why are diamonds the status symbol gemstone, instantly signifying wealth, power,
and even emotional commitment?
One of the foremost authorities on seventeenth-century French culture provides the answer to these and other
fascinating questions in her account of how, at one glittering moment in history, the French under Louis XIV
set the standards of sophistication, style, and glamour that still rule our lives today.
Joan DeJean explains how a handsome and charismatic young king with a great sense of style and an even
greater sense of history decided to make both himself and his country legendary. When the reign of Louis
XIV began, his nation had no particular association with elegance, yet by its end, the French had become
accepted all over the world as the arbiters in matters of taste and style and had established a dominance in the
luxury trade that continues to this day. DeJean takes us back to the birth of haute cuisine, the first appearance
of celebrity hairdressers, chic cafes, nightlife, and fashion in elegant dress that extended well beyond the
limited confines of court circles. And Paris was the magical center -- the destination of travelers all across
Europe.
As the author observes, without the Sun King's program for redefining France as the land of luxury and
glamour, there might never have been a Stork Club, a Bergdorf Goodman, a Chez Panisse, or a Cristophe of
Beverly Hills -- and President Clinton would never have dreamed of holding Air Force One on the tarmac of
LAX for an hour while Cristophe worked his styling genius on the president's hair.
Written with wit, dash, and élan by an author who knows this astonishing true story better than virtually
anyone, The Essence of Style will delight fans of history and everybody who wonders about the elusive
definition of good taste.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

The ability that you get from The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic
Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication,
and Glamour giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific The
Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and
Glamour instantly.

Jetta Butler:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine
Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Chris Barrentine:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style,
Sophistication, and Glamour your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The
Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and
Glamour giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Alfonso Unruh:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know



everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine
Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Download and Read Online The Essence of Style: How the French
Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication,
and Glamour Joan DeJean #8Y3561NUX7R



Read The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion,
Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour by Joan
DeJean for online ebook

The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication,
and Glamour by Joan DeJean Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Essence of Style: How the
French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour by Joan DeJean
books to read online.

Online The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic
Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour by Joan DeJean ebook PDF download

The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style,
Sophistication, and Glamour by Joan DeJean Doc

The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour
by Joan DeJean Mobipocket

The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour
by Joan DeJean EPub


