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The true story of a black musical savant in the era of slavery.

Born into slavery in Georgia, Tom Wiggins died an international celebrity in New York in 1908. His life was
one of the most bizarre and moving episodes in American history. Born blind and autistic-and so unable to
work with other slaves-Tom was left to his own devices. He was mesmerized by the music of the family's
young daughters, and by the time he was four Tom was playing tunes on the piano.

Eventually freed from slavery, Wiggins, or "Blind Tom" as he was called, toured the country and the world
playing for celebrities like Mark Twain and the Queen of England and dazzling audiences everywhere. One
part genius and one part novelty act, Blind Tom embodied contradictions-a star and a freak, freed from
slavery but still the property of his white guardian. His life offers a window into the culture of celebrity and
racism at the turn of the twentieth century.

In this rollicking and heartrending book, O'Connell takes us through the life (and three separate deaths) of
Blind Tom Wiggins, restoring to the modern reader this unusual yet quintessentially American life.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Ballad of Blind Tom,
Slave Pianist book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Anna Gann:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Ballad of Blind Tom, Slave Pianist book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mary Summers:

The e-book with title The Ballad of Blind Tom, Slave Pianist includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Suzanne Ferris:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Ballad of Blind Tom, Slave Pianist was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Ballad of Blind Tom, Slave Pianist has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading that.
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