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Wonder women, G.I. Janes, and vampire slayers increasingly populate the American cultural landscape.
What do these figures mean in the American cultural imagination? What can they tell us about the female
body in action or in pain? Reel Vulnerability explores the way American popular culture thinks about
vulnerability, arguing that our culture and our scholarship remain stubbornly invested in the myth of the
helplessness of the female body.

The book examines the shifting constructions of vulnerability in the wake of the cultural upheavals of World
War II, the Cold War, and 9/11, placing defenseless male bodies onscreen alongside representations of the
female body in the military, in the interrogation room, and on the margins. Sarah Hagelin challenges the
ways film theory and cultural studies confuse vulnerability and femaleness. Such films as G.I. Jane and
Saving Private Ryan, as well as such post-9/11 television shows as Battlestar Galactica and Deadwood,
present vulnerable men who demand our sympathy, abused women who don’t want our pity, and images of
the body in pain that do not portray weakness.

Hagelin’s intent is to help scholarship catch up to the new iconographies emerging in theaters and in living
rooms—images that offer viewers reactions to the suffering body beyond pity, identification with the
bleeding body beyond masochism, and feminist images of the female body where we least expect to find
them.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Green:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Reel Vulnerability: Power,
Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Antonia Parham:

Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage
of crucial thinking.

John Tammaro:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in
Contemporary American Film and Television why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kenneth Garrison:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender
in Contemporary American Film and Television to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in
Contemporary American Film and Television can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone



and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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