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During the late eighteenth century, innovations in Europe triggered the Industrial Revolution and the
sustained economic progress that spread across the globe. While much has been made of the details of the
Industrial Revolution, what remains a mystery is why it took place at all. Why did this revolution begin in
the West and not elsewhere, and why did it continue, leading to today’s unprecedented prosperity? In this
groundbreaking book, celebrated economic historian Joel Mokyr argues that a culture of growth specific to
early modern Europe and the European Enlightenment laid the foundations for the scientific advances and
pioneering inventions that would instigate explosive technological and economic development. Bringing
together economics, the history of science and technology, and models of cultural evolution, Mokyr
demonstrates that culture—the beliefs, values, and preferences in society that are capable of changing
behavior—was a deciding factor in societal transformations.

Mokyr looks at the period 1500–1700 to show that a politically fragmented Europe fostered a competitive
“market for ideas” and a willingness to investigate the secrets of nature. At the same time, a transnational
community of brilliant thinkers known as the “Republic of Letters” freely circulated and distributed ideas
and writings. This political fragmentation and the supportive intellectual environment explain how the
Industrial Revolution happened in Europe but not China, despite similar levels of technology and intellectual
activity. In Europe, heterodox and creative thinkers could find sanctuary in other countries and spread their
thinking across borders. In contrast, China’s version of the Enlightenment remained controlled by the ruling
elite.

Combining ideas from economics and cultural evolution, A Culture of Growth provides startling reasons for
why the foundations of our modern economy were laid in the mere two centuries between Columbus and
Newton.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

Here thing why this A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the Modern Economy are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the Modern Economy giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar
with A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the Modern Economy. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Culture of Growth:
The Origins of the Modern Economy in e-book can be your choice.

Patricia Rodrigue:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the
Modern Economy book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jeffrey Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the Modern Economy can be your answer because it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Bryon Diaz:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This A Culture of Growth: The Origins of
the Modern Economy is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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