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It isfrequently assumed that the "people" must have something in common or else democracy will fail. This
assumption that democracy requires commonality - such as a shared nationality, a common culture, or
consensus on a core set of values - sets theorists and political actors alike on afutile search for what we have
in common, and it generates misplaced anxiety when it turns out that this commonality is not forthcoming.

In Sharing Democracy, Michaele Ferguson argues that this preoccupation with commonality misdirects our
attention toward what we share and away from how we share in democracy. This produces an ironically anti-
democratic tendency to emphasize the passive possession of commonality at the expense of promoting the
active exercise of political freedom. Ferguson counteracts this tendency by exposing the reasons for the
persistent allure of the common. She offersin its stead aradical vision of democracy grounded in political
freedom: the capacity of ordinary people to make and remake the world in which they live. Thisvision of
democracy is exemplified in protest marches: cacophonous, unpredictable, and self-authorizing collective
enactments of our world-building freedom.

Ferguson develops her radical vision of democracy by drawing on Hannah Arendt's account of how we share
aworld in common with others, Ludwig Wittgenstein's later philosophy of language, and Linda Zerilli's
critique of the essentialist/anti-essentialist debates in feminist theory. She juxtaposes critical readings of
democratic theorists with readings of authors in related fields, such as Benedict Anderson, Robert Putnam,
and Charles Taylor. Her theoretical argument isillustrated and informed by interpretations of political
events, including the Arab Spring, the integration of Little Rock High School, debates over Quebec
secession, immigrant rights protests in the US in 2006, and the Occupy movement.
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From reader reviews:
Doris McNeal:

In other case, little folks like to read book Sharing Democracy. Y ou can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant some sort of book Sharing Demacracy. Y ou
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well
as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Sara Kelly:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Sharing Democracy will make you to
be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Kely Cruz:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can
do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need thiskind of Sharing Democracy to read.

Sophie Clark:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually Sharing Democracy.
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