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Philoponus' On Aristotle Categories 1-5 discusses the nature of universals, preserving the views of Philoponus'
teacher Ammonius, as well as presenting a Neoplatonist interpretation of Aristotle's Categories. Philoponus
treats universals as concepts in the human mind produced by abstracting a form or nature from the material
individual in which it has its being.

The work is important for its own philosophical discussion and for the insight it sheds on its sources. For
considerable portions, On Aristotle Categories 1-5 resembles the wording of an earlier commentary which declares
itself to be an anonymous record taken from the seminars of Ammonius. Unlike much of Philoponus' later
writing, this commentary does not disagree with either Aristotle or Ammonius, and suggests the possibility
that Philoponus either had access to this earlier record or wrote it himself.

This edition explores these questions of provenance, alongside the context, meaning and implications of
Philoponus' work. The English translation is accompanied by an introduction, comprehensive commentary
notes, bibliography, glossary of translated terms and a subject index. The latest volume in the Ancient
Commentators on Aristotle series, the edition makes this philosophical work accessible to a modern
readership.

Philoponus was a Christian writing in Greek in 6th century CE Alexandria, where some students of
philosophy were bilingual in Syriac as well as Greek. In this Greek treatise translated from the surviving
Syriac version, Philoponus discusses the logic of parts and wholes, and he illustrates the spread of the pagan
and Christian philosophy of 6th century CE Greeks to other cultures, in this case to Syria.

Philoponus, an expert on Aristotle's philosophy, had turned to theology and was applying his knowledge of
Aristotle to disputes over the human and divine nature of Christ. Were there two natures and were they parts
of a whole, as the Emperor Justinian proposed, or was there only one nature, as Philoponus claimed with the
rebel minority, both human and divine? If there were two natures, were they parts like the ingredients in a
chemical mixture? Philoponus attacks the idea. Such ingredients are not parts, because they each inter-
penetrate the whole mixture. Moreover, he abandons his ingenious earlier attempts to support Aristotle's
view of mixture by identifying ways in which such ingredients might be thought of as potentially preserved
in a chemical mixture. Instead, Philoponus says that the ingredients are destroyed, unlike the human and
divine in Christ.

This English translation of Philoponus' treatise is the latest volume in the Ancient Commentators on Aristotle
series and makes this philosophical work accessible to a modern readership. The translation in each volume
is accompanied by an introduction, comprehensive commentary notes, bibliography, glossary of translated
terms and a subject index.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

The reserve untitled Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the
Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) is the book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise
Concerning the Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Rosa Tarpley:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the
Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle).

Benjamin White:

This Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the
Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Philoponus:
On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the Parts (Ancient
Commentators on Aristotle) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Stanley Cooper:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add



your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the Parts
(Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) when you needed it?
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