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Built on twenty years of fieldwork in rural Jiangyong of Hunan Province in south China, this book explores
the worlds only gender-defined and now disappearing womens script known as nushu. What drove peasant
women to create a script of their own and write, and how do those writings throw new light on how gender is
addressed in epistemology and historiography and how the unprivileged social class uses marginalized forms
of expression to negotiate with the dominant social structure. Further, how have the politics of salvaging this
disappearing centuries-old cultural heritage molded a new poetics in contemporary society? This book
explores nushu in conjunction with the local womens singing tradition (nuge), tied into the life narratives of
four women born in the 1910s, 1930s, and 1960s respectively, each representative in her own way: a nuge
singer (majority of Jiangyong women), a child bride (enjoying not much nushu/nuge), the last living
traditionally-trained nushu writer, and a new-generation nushu transmitter. Altogether, their stories unfold
peasant womens lifeworlds and forefronts various aspects of Chinas changing social milieu over the past
century. They show how nushu/nuge-registering womens sense and sensibilities and providing agency to
subjects who have been silenced by history-constitute a reflexive social field whereby women share life
stories to expand the horizon of their personal worldviews and probe beneath the surface of their existence
for new inspiration in their process of becoming. With the concept of expressive depths, this book opens a
new vista on how women express themselves through multiple forms that simultaneously echo and critique
the mainstream social system and urges a rethinking of how forms of expression define and confine the voice
carried. Examining the multiple efforts undertaken by scholars, local officials, and cultural entrepreneurs to
revive nushu which have ironically threatened to disfigure its true face, this book poses a question of whither
nushu? Should it be transformed, or has it reached a perfect end point from which to fade into history?
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Llamas:

The book Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China to be your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Gendered Words:
Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Julie Boyle:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Gendered Words: Sentiments
and Expression in Changing Rural China. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Henry Brown:

This book untitled Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural China to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Harold Karr:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Gendered Words: Sentiments and
Expression in Changing Rural China to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the guide Gendered Words: Sentiments and Expression in Changing Rural
China can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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