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A striking look at the death rituals of an indigenous community in North America.

Powerful and beautifully written, this is the story of the Isthmus Zapotecs of southern Mexico and their
unbroken chain of ancestors and collective memory over the generations. Mortuary beliefs and actions are
collective and pervasive in ways not seen in the United States, a resonant deep structure across many
domains of Zapotec culture.

Anthropologist Anya Peterson Royce draws upon forty years of participant research in the city of Juchitán to
offer a finely textured portrait of the vibrant and enduring power of death in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec of
Mexico. Focusing especially on the lives of Zapotec women, Becoming an Ancestor highlights the aesthetic
sensibility and durability of mortuary traditions in the past and present. An intricate blending of Roman
Catholicism and indigenous spiritual tradition, death through beliefs and practices expresses a collective
solidarity that connects families, binds the living and dead, and blurs the past and present.

A model of ethnographic research and presentation, Becoming an Ancestor not only reveals the luminescent
heart of Zapotec culture but also provides important clues about the cultural power and potential of mortuary
traditions for all societies.

“…[a] well-written anthropological study … The author’s attention to the aesthetic quality of the death-
related customs and the inclusion of numerous photographs and eloquent poems by local authors enhance her
book.” — CHOICE

Anya Peterson Royce is Chancellor’s Professor of Anthropology and of Comparative Literature at Indiana
University Bloomington. Her books include Anthropology of the Performing Arts: Artistry, Virtuosity, and
Interpretation in a Cross-Cultural Perspective and The Anthropology of Dance.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death.

Gina Gregg:

Precisely why? Because this Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Ashley Williams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of
Death or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Samuel Puckett:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Becoming
an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death. You can more pleasing than now.
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