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Zapotec farmers in the northern sierra of Oaxaca, Mexico, are highly successful in providing their families
with abundant, nutritious food in an ecologically sustainable fashion, although the premises that guide their
agricultural practices would be considered erroneous by the standards of most agronomists and botanists in
the United States and Europe. In this book, Roberto González convincingly argues that in fact Zapotec
agricultural and dietary theories and practices constitute a valid local science, which has had a reciprocally
beneficial relationship with European and United States farming and food systems since the sixteenth
century.González bases his analysis upon direct participant observation in the farms and fields of a Zapotec
village. By using the ethnographic fieldwork approach, he is able to describe and analyze the rich meanings
that campesino families attach to their crops, lands, and animals. González also reviews the history of maize,
sugarcane, and coffee cultivation in the Zapotec region to show how campesino farmers have intelligently
and scientifically adapted their farming practices to local conditions over the course of centuries. By setting
his ethnographic study of the Talea de Castro community within a historical world systems perspective, he
also skillfully weighs the local impact of national and global currents ranging from Spanish colonialism to
the 1910 Mexican Revolution to NAFTA. At the same time, he shows how, at the turn of the twenty-first
century, the sustainable practices of "traditional" subsistence agriculture are beginning to replace the failed,
unsustainable techniques of modern industrial farming in some parts of the United States and Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Wendell Darnell:

The feeling that you get from Zapotec Science is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Zapotec Science giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Zapotec
Science instantly.

David Barthel:

This book untitled Zapotec Science to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Linda Henderson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Zapotec Science, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Tony Valdez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Zapotec Science it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.
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