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In 1965 English scientist James Lovelock had a flash of insight: the Earth is not just teeming with life; the
Earth, in some sense, is life. He mulled this revolutionary idea over for several years, first with his close
friend the novelist William Golding, and then in an extensive collaboration with the American scientist Lynn
Margulis. In the early 1970s, he finally went public with the Gaia hypothesis, the idea that everything
happens for an end: the good of planet Earth. Lovelock and Margulis were scorned by professional scientists,
but the general public enthusiastically embraced Lovelock and his hypothesis. People joined Gaia groups;
churches had Gaia services, sometimes with new music written especially for the occasion. There was a Gaia
atlas, Gaia gardening, Gaia herbs, Gaia retreats, Gaia networking, and much more. And the range of
enthusiasts was—and still is—broad.

           

In The Gaia Hypothesis, philosopher Michael Ruse, with his characteristic clarity and wit, uses Gaia and its
history, its supporters and detractors, to illuminate the nature of science itself. Gaia emerged in the 1960s, a
decade when authority was questioned and status and dignity stood for nothing, but its story is much older.
Ruse traces Gaia’s connection to Plato and a long history of goal-directed and holistic—or
organicist—thinking and explains why Lovelock and Margulis’s peers rejected it as pseudoscience. But Ruse
also shows why the project was a success. He argues that Lovelock and Margulis should be commended for
giving philosophy firm scientific basis and for provoking important scientific discussion about the world as a
whole, its homeostasis or—in this age of global environmental uncertainty—its lack thereof.

           

Melding the world of science and technology with the world of feeling, mysticism, and religion, The Gaia
Hypothesis will appeal to a broad range of readers, from students and scholars of the history and philosophy
of science to anyone interested in New Age culture.
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From reader reviews:

Carol McElroy:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet
(science.culture). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important the book The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Cathleen Read:

This The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen
moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt this?

Alan Robert:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) will give you new experience in
reading through a book.

Johnnie Colby:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
the books in the top listing in your reading list is The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet
(science.culture). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out



to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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