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In Public Privates, a book about looking and being looked at, about speculums, spectacles, and spectators,
about display, illumination, and reflection, Terri Kapsalis makes visible the practices and representations of
gynecology. The quintessential examination of women, gynecology is not simply the study of women’s
bodies, but also serves to define and constitute them. Any critical analysis of gynecology is therefore, as
Kapsalis affirms, an investigation of what it means to be female. In this respect she considers the public
exposure of female "privates" in the performance of the pelvic exam.
From J. Marion Sims’s surgical experiments on unanesthetized slave women in the mid-nineteenth century,
to the use of cadavers and prostitutes to teach medical students gynecological techniques, Kapsalis focuses
on the ways in which women and their bodies have been treated by the medical establishment. Removing
gynecology from its private cover within clinic walls and medical textbook pages, she decodes the
gynecological exam, seizing on its performative dimension. She considers traditional medical practices and
the dynamics of "proper" patient performance; non-traditional practices such as cervical self-exam; and
incarnations of the pelvic examination outside the bounds of medicine, including its appearance in David
Cronenberg’s film Dead Ringers and Annie Sprinkle’s performance piece "Public Cervix Announcement."
Confounding the boundaries that separate medicine, art, and pornography, revealing the potent cultural
attitudes and anxieties about women, female bodies, and female sexuality that permeate the practice of
gynecology, Public Privates concludes by locating a venue from which challenging, alternative
performances may be staged.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Davis:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled Public Privates:
Performing Gynecology from Both Ends of the Speculum? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Princess Bequette:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Public Privates:
Performing Gynecology from Both Ends of the Speculum book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jewel Williams:

The feeling that you get from Public Privates: Performing Gynecology from Both Ends of the Speculum is
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Public Privates: Performing Gynecology from Both
Ends of the Speculum giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
Public Privates: Performing Gynecology from Both Ends of the Speculum instantly.

Brian Seery:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Public Privates: Performing Gynecology from Both Ends of the Speculum. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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