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Opium and its derivatives morphine and heroin have destroyed, corrupted, and killed individuals, families,
communities, and even whole nations. And yet, for most of its long history, opium has also been humanity's
most effective means of alleviating physical and mental pain. This extraordinary book encompasses the
entire history of the world's most fascinating drug, from the first evidence of poppy cultivation by stone-age
man to the present-day opium trade in Afghanistan. Dr. Thomas Dormandy tells the story with verve and
insight, uncovering the strange power of opiates to motivate major conflicts yet also inspire great art and
medical breakthroughs, to trigger the rise of global criminal networks yet also revolutionize attitudes toward
well-being.

Opium: Reality's Dark Dream traverses the globe and the centuries, exploring opium's role in colonialism,
the Chinese Opium Wars, laudanum-inspired sublime Romantic poetry, American "Yellow Peril" fears, the
rise of the Mafia and the black market, 1960s counterculture, and more. Dr. Dormandy also recounts exotic
or sad stories of individual addiction. Throughout the book the author emphasizes opium's complex, valuable
relationship with developments in medicine, health, and disease, highlighting the perplexing dual nature of
the drug as both the cause and relief of great suffering in widely diverse civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

The particular book Opium: Reality's Dark Dream will bring that you the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very suited to you. The book Opium: Reality's Dark Dream is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

John Mullen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Opium: Reality's Dark Dream your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
ahead of. The Opium: Reality's Dark Dream giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Eula Johnson:

Beside that Opium: Reality's Dark Dream in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Opium: Reality's Dark
Dream because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Audra Yoder:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Opium: Reality's Dark Dream to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book Opium: Reality's Dark Dream can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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