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A deeply considered and provocative new look at major American writers—including Saul Bellow, Norman
Mailer, and W.H. Auden—Edward Mendelson’s Moral Agents is also a work of critical biography in the
great tradition of Plutarch, Samuel Johnson, and Emerson. Any important writer, in Mendelson’s view,
writes in response to an idea of the good life that is inseparable from the life the writer lives. 

Fusing biography and criticism and based on extensive new research, Moral Agents presents challenging new
portraits of eight writers—novelists, critics, and poets—who transformed American literature in the turbulent
twentieth century. Eight sharply distinctive individuals—inspired, troubled, hugely ambitious—who
reimagined what it means to be a writer.

There’s Saul Bellow, a novelist determined to rule as a patriarch, who, having been neglected by his father,
in turn neglected his son in favor of young writers who presented themselves as his literary heirs. Norman
Mailer’s extraordinary ambition, suppressed insecurity, and renegade metaphysics muddled the novels
through which he hoped to change the world, yet these same qualities endowed him with an uncanny
sensitivity and deep sympathy to the pathologies of American life that make him an unequaled political
reporter. William Maxwell wrote sad tales of small-town life and surrounded himself with a coterie of
worshipful admirers. As a powerful editor at The New Yorker, he exercised an enormous and constraining
influence on American fiction that is still felt today.

Preeminent among the critics is Lionel Trilling, whose Liberal Imagination made him a celebrity sage of the
anxiously tranquilized 1950s, even as his calculated image of Olympian reserve masked a deeply conflicted
life and contributed to his ultimately despairing worldview. Dwight Macdonald, by contrast, was a haute-
WASP anarchist and aesthete driven by an exuberant moral commitment, in a time of cautious mediocrity, to
doing the right thing. Alfred Kazin, from a poor Jewish émigré background, remained an outsider at the
center of literary New York, driven both to escape from and do justice to the deepest meanings of his Jewish
heritage.

Perhaps most intriguing are the two poets, W.H. Auden and Frank O’Hara. Early in his career, Auden was
tempted to don the mantle of the poet as prophet, but after his move from England to America he lived and
wrote in a spirit of modesty and charity born out of a deeply idiosyncratic understanding of Christianity.
O’Hara, tireless partygoer and pioneering curator at MoMA, wrote much of his poetry for private occasions.
Its lasting power has proven to be something different from its avant-garde reputation: personal warmth,
individuality, rootedness in ancient traditions, and openness to the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Moral Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century
American Writers.

Tonya Sewell:

Here thing why this specific Moral Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century American Writers are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Moral Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century American Writers giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Moral Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century American Writers. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Moral Agents:
Eight Twentieth-Century American Writers in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Shaw:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Moral
Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century American Writers.

Thomas Busch:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Moral Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century
American Writers e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Moral
Agents: Eight Twentieth-Century American Writers as good book not merely by the cover but also by the



content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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