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When Ann Richards delivered the keynote of the 1988 Democratic National Convention and mocked
President George H. W. Bush—"Poor George, he can't help it. He was born with a silver foot in his
mouth"—she instantly became a media celebrity and triggered a rivalry that would alter the course of
American history. In 1990, Richards won the governorship of Texas, upsetting the GOP's colorful rancher
and oilman Clayton Williams. The first ardent feminist elected to high office in America, she opened up
public service to women, blacks, Hispanics, Asian Americans, gays, and the disabled. Her progressive
achievements and the force of her personality created a lasting legacy that far transcends her rise and fall as
governor of Texas.

In Let the People In, Jan Reid draws on his long friendship with Richards, interviews with her family and
many of her closest associates, her unpublished correspondence with longtime companion Bud Shrake, and
extensive research to tell a very personal, human story of Ann Richards's remarkable rise to power as a
liberal Democrat in a conservative Republican state. Reid traces the whole arc of Richards's life, beginning
with her youth in Waco, her marriage to attorney David Richards, her frustration and boredom with being a
young housewife and mother in Dallas, and her shocking encounters with Lyndon Johnson and Jimmy
Carter. He follows Richards to Austin and the wild 1970s scene and describes her painful but successful
struggle against alcoholism. He tells the full, inside story of Richards's rise from county office and the state
treasurer's office to the governorship, where she championed gun control, prison reform, environmental
protection, and school finance reform, and he explains why she lost her reelection bid to George W. Bush,
which evened his family's score and launched him toward the presidency. Reid describes Richards's final
years as a world traveler, lobbyist, public speaker, and mentor and inspiration to office holders, including
Hillary Clinton. His nuanced portrait reveals a complex woman who battled her own frailties and a good-
old-boy establishment to claim a place on the national political stage and prove "what can happen in
government if we simply open the doors and let the people in."
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From reader reviews:

Jenifer Bell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards. Try to make
the book Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Michael Quintanar:

The publication with title Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Willie Navarro:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high
quality.

Kelli Smith:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Let the People In: The
Life and Times of Ann Richards that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Let the People In: The Life and Times of
Ann Richards become your own personal starter.
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