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A Woman's Words is the first in-depth analysis of Middle Irish literature from a feminist standpoint, and the
first formal critical discussion of the representation of female speech in medieval Irish literature. Joanne
Findon analyses the representation of Emer, the wife of the great Irish hero Cu Chulainn, in four linked
medieval Irish tales, and discusses Emer's ability to use powerful, effective words to change her fictional
world and the audience's reading of that fictional world.

A Woman's Words considers Emer as a literary figure rather than a mythic archetype or a reflection of a pre-
Christian Celtic goddess. Emer and the narratives she inhabits are discussed as literary constructs, and are
considered within the historical and legal milieu in which these tales were told, recorded, and read. Findon
places Emer within the wider context of medieval literature in general as an unusual and compelling example
of a heroic secular woman, married and fully integrated into her aristocratic society and yet capable of
speaking out against its abuses. Her freedom to speak and be heard is remarkable in the light of prevalent
later medieval impulses to silence women.

By employing speech act theory to analyse Emer's discourse, and by viewing and interpreting the texts
through the lens of current feminist criticism, Joanne Findon seeks to bring Middle Irish literature into the
arena of current debates, particularly among feminist medievalists, and to offer a new approach to reading
female characters in medieval Irish literature.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

The ability that you get from A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle could be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the
Ulster Cycle giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific A
Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle instantly.

Nancy Lowery:

The book untitled A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice read.

Jeff Farley:

Beside this particular A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and also read it from currently!

Floyd Alling:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but additionally novel and A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster
Cycle or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,



any other book likes A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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