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Starting with the premise that suburban films, residential neighborhoods, chain restaurants, malls, and
megachurches are compelling forms (topos) that shape and materialize the everyday lives of residents and
visitors, Greg Dickinson’s Suburban Dreams offers a rhetorically attuned critical analysis of contemporary
American suburbs and the “good life” their residents pursue.

 

Dickinson’s analysis suggests that the good life is rooted in memory and locality, both of which are
foundations for creating a sense of safety central to the success of suburbs. His argument is situated first in a
discussion of the intersections among buildings, cities, and the good life and the challenges to these
relationships wrought by the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The argument then turns to rich, fully-
embodied analyses of suburban films and a series of archetypal suburban landscapes to explore how
memory, locality, and safety interact in constructing the suburban imaginary. Moving from the pastoralism
of residential neighborhoods and chain restaurants like Olive Garden and Macaroni Grill, through the
megachurch’s veneration of suburban malls to the mixed-use lifestyle center’s nostalgic invocation of urban
downtowns, Dickinson complicates traditional understandings of the ways suburbs situate residents and
visitors in time and place.

 

The analysis suggests that the suburban good life is devoted to family. Framed by the discourses of consumer
culture, the suburbs often privilege walls and roots to an expansive vision of worldliness. At the same time,
developments such as farmers markets suggest a continued striving by suburbanites to form relationships in a
richer, more organic fashion.

 

Dickinson’s work eschews casually dismissive attitudes toward the suburbs and the pursuit of the good life.
Rather, he succeeds in showing how by identifying the positive rhetorical resources the suburbs supply, it is
in fact possible to engage with the suburbs intentionally, thoughtfully, and rigorously. Beyond an analysis of
the suburban imaginary, Suburban Dreams demonstrates how a critical engagement with everyday places
can enrich daily life. The book provides much of interest to students and scholars of rhetoric, communication
studies, public memory, American studies, architecture, and urban planning.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Suburban Dreams: Imagining and
Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Norma Wilson:

This Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) is great
publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize
word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Mary Stone:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the
Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating
this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit).

Kim Nielsen:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add



your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) when you
necessary it?
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