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A volatile nation at the heart of major cultural, political, and religious conflicts in the world today, Pakistan
commands our attention. Yet more than six decades after the country’s founding as a Muslim democracy, it
continues to struggle over its basic identity, alliances, and direction. In Playing with Fire, acclaimed
journalist Pamela Constable peels back layers of contradiction and confusion to reveal the true face of
modern Pakistan.

In this richly reported and movingly written chronicle, Constable takes us on a panoramic tour of
contemporary Pakistan, exploring the fears and frustrations, dreams and beliefs, that animate the lives of
ordinary citizens in this nuclear-armed nation of 170 million. From the opulent, insular salons of the elite to
the brick quarries where soot-covered workers sell their kidneys to get out of debt, this is a haunting portrait
of a society riven by inequality and corruption, and increasingly divided by competing versions of Islam.

Beneath the façade of democracy in Pakistan, Constable reveals the formidable hold of its business,
bureaucratic, and military elites—including the country’s powerful spy agency, the ISI. This is a society
where the majority of the population feels powerless, and radical Islamist groups stoke popular resentment to
recruit shock troops for global jihad. Writing with an uncommon ear for the nuances of this conflicted
culture, Constable explores the extent to which faith permeates every level of Pakistani society—and the
ambivalence many Muslims feel about the role it should play in the life of the nation.

Both an empathic and alarming look inside one of the world’s most violent and vexing countries, Playing
with Fire is essential reading for anyone wishing to understand modern Pakistan and its momentous role on
today’s global stage.
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From reader reviews:

John Newton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Playing with Fire: Pakistan
at War with Itself is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Due:

This Playing with Fire: Pakistan at War with Itself are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Playing with Fire: Pakistan at War with Itself can be among
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Playing with Fire:
Pakistan at War with Itself giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Lionel Gutierrez:

Typically the book Playing with Fire: Pakistan at War with Itself will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Playing with Fire: Pakistan at War with
Itself is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Blair Gant:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Playing with Fire: Pakistan at War with Itself your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Playing with Fire: Pakistan at War with Itself giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?
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