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Water—or the lack of it—has shaped the contours of the American West and continues to dominate the
region's development. From the incursions of the Spanish conquistadores to the dams of the New Deal era,
humans have sought water in these arid lands as the key to survival and success. And as the West becomes
more urbanized, water is an issue as never before. This book sets contemporary and often bitter debates over
water in their historical contexts by examining some of the most contentious issues that have confronted the
region over five centuries.

Seventeen contributors—representing history, geography, ethnography, political science, law, and urban
studies—provide an interdisciplinary perspective on the many dimensions of water in the West: Spanish
colonial water law, Native American water rights, agricultural concerns, and dam building. A concluding
essay looks toward the future by examining the impact of cities on water and of water marketing on the
western economy.

As farmers and ranchers from Kansas to California compete for water with powerful urban economies, the
West will continue to be reshaped by this scarce and precious resource. Fluid Arguments clearly shows that
many of the current disputes over water take place without a real appreciation for the long history of the
debate. By shedding new light on how water allocation is established—and who controls it—this book
makes a vital contribution to our understanding of water and growth in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Fluid Arguments: Five Centuries of
Western Water Conflict is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Jorge Raines:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Fluid Arguments: Five
Centuries of Western Water Conflict book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Barbara Figueroa:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Fluid Arguments: Five Centuries of Western Water Conflict, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Jodi Dunn:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
the book Fluid Arguments: Five Centuries of Western Water Conflict we can take more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Fluid Arguments: Five Centuries of
Western Water Conflict. You can more pleasing than now.
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