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The history of American dance reflects the nation’s tangled culture. Dancers from wildly different
backgrounds learned, imitated, and stole from one another.  Audiences everywhere embraced the result as
deeply American.
 
Using the stories of tapper Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, ballet and Broadway
choreographer Agnes de Mille, choreographer Paul Taylor, and Michael Jackson, Megan Pugh shows how
freedom—that nebulous, contested American ideal—emerges as a genre-defining aesthetic. In Pugh’s
account, ballerinas mingle with slumming thrill-seekers, and hoedowns show up on elite opera house stages.
Steps invented by slaves on antebellum plantations captivate the British royalty and the Parisian avant-garde.
Dances were better boundary crossers than their dancers, however, and the issues of race and class that haunt
everyday life shadow American dance as well. Deftly narrated, America Dancing demonstrates the centrality
of dance in American art, life, and identity, taking us to watershed moments when the nation worked out a
sense of itself through public movement.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book America Dancing: From the
Cakewalk to the Moonwalk. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Aaron Mullen:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this America Dancing: From the
Cakewalk to the Moonwalk book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Johnna Chapin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and America Dancing: From the
Cakewalk to the Moonwalk or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Larry Young:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk we can have more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book America Dancing: From the
Cakewalk to the Moonwalk. You can more pleasing than now.
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