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In a trial in California, Navajo defendants argue that using the hallucinogen peyote to achieve spiritual
exaltation is protected by the Constitutions free exercise of religion clause, trumping the states right to
regulate them. An Ibo man from Nigeria sues Pan American World Airways for transporting his mothers
corpse in a cloth sack. Her arrival for the funeral facedown in a burlap bag signifies death by suicide
according to the customs of her Ibo kin, and brings great shame to the son. In Los Angeles, two Cambodian
men are prosecuted for attempting to eat a four month-old puppy. The immigrants lawyers argue that the
men were following their own national customs and do not realize their conduct is offensive to American
sensibilities. What is the just decision in each case? When cultural practices come into conflict with the law
is it legitimate to take culture into account? Is there room in modern legal systems for a cultural defense? In
this remarkable book, Alison Dundes Renteln amasses hundreds of cases from the U.S. and around the world
in which cultural issues take center stage-from the mundane to the bizarre, from drugs to death. Though
cultural practices vary dramatically, Renteln demonstrates that there are discernible patterns to the cultural
arguments used in the courtroom. The regularities she uncovers offer judges a starting point for creating a
body of law that takes culture into account. Renteln contends that a systematic treatment of culture in law is
not only possible, but ultimately more equitable. A just pluralistic society requires a legal system that can
assess diverse motivations and can recognize the key role that culture plays in influencing human behavior.
The inclusion of evidence of cultural background is necessary for the fair hearing of a case. An invaluable
resource for practitioners, students, and the merely curious, this comprehensive treatment of cultural
conflicts in diverse societies will spark lively debate.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Blackburn:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is The Cultural Defense.

Margarito Rone:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Cultural Defense that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able
to pick The Cultural Defense become your starter.

William Pak:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Cultural Defense can give you a lot of pals because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have The Cultural Defense.

Cheri Turner:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Cultural Defense was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Cultural Defense has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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