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As William Safire writes in his introduction to Spread the Word, the eleventh book collecting his "On
Language" columns from The New York Times Magazine, in language matters "it's a comfort to have a rule."
And yet, as he makes clear throughout this entertaining collection,
the question that confronts writers and public speakers daily is deciding when a rule should be applied
rigorously to a linguistic dilemma, and when that rule is best sidelined by common sense.

In the two decades that Safire has entertained and enlightened readers of his weekly column, he has
consistently enlivened our national conversation about what's new and what's acceptable in language. In
Spread the Word, he adroitly dissects the evolution of current phrases, verbal trends, and the origins of
colloquialisms that often go unexamined. He tackles all topics, from the habits of newspaper editorial writers
to teenagers' argot to the often tortured speech of politicians.

Here, Safire examines such conundrums as the origin of There is no free lunch; the correct use of among and
between; the evolution of the word babe; the subtle distinctions between diddly squat, diddle-daddle, and just
plain diddle; the meaning of bad hair day, tough sell, hard love, and shoulda, coulda, woulda; the vogue
status of such words as daunting, same-old-same-old, and dope; and the inherent humor of bananas.  

In this vigorous and erudite assemblage, which is organized alphabetically by topic, Safire shares his
infectious curiosity about how we use words with an approach that is often amusing and always thought-
provoking. In fact, "On Language" columns often elicit passionate comments from Safire's readers, the
Lexicographic Irregulars. A lively selection of their letters on specific linguistic issues is interspersed
throughout the book.

From a reader in Providence, Rhode Island, "on the indispensability of the hyphen: Personals ads seem to be
a goldmine of casual usage, never proofread and seldom submitted to grammarians for grading. One gem
was from a man who started describing himself as a BIG FIRM ATTORNEY."

And this from Fred Cassidy, chief editor of The Dictionary of American Regional English: "Your picture of
the stupid dog not responding to the command 'sic 'em' reminds me of the corresponding cat story of the man
who had made three holes in the bottom of his door so that his cats could come and go when the door was
closed. An efficiency-minded neighbor asked him, Couldn't all your cats use a single hole? 'No!' he glared.
'When I say scat I mean scat!'"

Shown by the many letters included here--and in the delight that the Gotcha! Gang takes in correcting
America's foremost language maven--readers take great enjoyment in the national dialogue that William
Safire fosters about words every week.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

Here thing why this Spread the Word are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Spread the Word giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Spread the Word. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Spread the Word in e-book can be your substitute.

Archie Beard:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Spread the Word e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still doubt Spread the Word as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Donna Vandyne:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Spread the Word can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Carmine Caulfield:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top list in
your reading list is actually Spread the Word. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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