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Should the Supreme Court have the last word when it comes to interpreting the Constitution? The justices on
the Supreme Court certainly seem to think so--and their critics say that this position threatens democracy.
But Keith Whittington argues that the Court's justices have not simply seized power and circumvented
politics. The justices have had power thrust upon them--by politicians, for the benefit of politicians. In this
sweeping political history of judicial supremacy in America, Whittington shows that presidents and political
leaders of all stripes have worked to put the Court on a pedestal and have encouraged its justices to accept
the role of ultimate interpreters of the Constitution.

Whittington examines why presidents have often found judicial supremacy to be in their best interest, why
they have rarely assumed responsibility for interpreting the Constitution, and why constitutional leadership
has often been passed to the courts. The unprecedented assertiveness of the Rehnquist Court in striking down
acts of Congress is only the most recent example of a development that began with the founding generation
itself. Presidential bids for constitutional leadership have been rare, but reflect the temporary political
advantage in doing so. Far more often, presidents have cooperated in increasing the Court's power and
encouraging its activism. Challenging the conventional wisdom that judges have usurped democracy,
Whittington shows that judicial supremacy is the product of democratic politics.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency,
the Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in American ...
International, and Comparative Perspectives).

Jack Scala:

The event that you get from Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme
Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in American ... International, and
Comparative Perspectives) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Political
Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in
U.S. History (Princeton Studies in American ... International, and Comparative Perspectives) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Political Foundations
of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History
(Princeton Studies in American ... International, and Comparative Perspectives) instantly.

Robert Wilkes:

Often the book Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the Supreme Court, and
Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in American ... International, and Comparative
Perspectives) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Arthur Fabry:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and



soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Political Foundations of Judicial Supremacy: The Presidency, the
Supreme Court, and Constitutional Leadership in U.S. History (Princeton Studies in American ...
International, and Comparative Perspectives) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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