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In his national bestseller Bowling Alone, Robert Putnam illuminated the decline of social capital in the US.
Now, in Democracies in Flux, Putnam brings together a group of leading scholars who broaden his findings
as they examine the state of social capital in eight advanced democracies around the world.
The book is packed with many intriguing revelations. The contributors note, for instance, that waning
participation in unions, churches, and political parties seems to be virtually universal, a troubling discovery
as these forms of social capital are especially important for empowering less educated, less affluent portions
of the population. Indeed, in general, the researchers found more social grouping among the affluent than
among the working classes and they find evidence of a younger generation that is singularly uninterested in
politics, distrustful both of politicians and of others, cynical about public affairs, and less inclined to
participate in enduring social organizations. Yet social capital appears as strong as ever in Sweden, where
40% of the adult population participate in "study circles"--small groups who meet weekly for educational
discussions.

Social capital--good will, fellowship, sympathy, and social intercourse--is vitally important both for the
health of our communities and for our own physical and psychological well being. Offering a panoramic
look at social capital around the world, this book makes an important contribution to our understanding of
these phenomena and why they are important in today's world.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Rice:

The knowledge that you get from Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary
Society will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Democracies in Flux: The
Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in
Contemporary Society instantly.

Johnny Grady:

The reserve untitled Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Democracies in Flux: The
Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Michelle Garrett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Democracies in Flux: The Evolution of Social
Capital in Contemporary Society can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Clifford White:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Democracies in Flux: The
Evolution of Social Capital in Contemporary Society which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.
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