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Two-time Academy Award winner Sir David Lean (1908–1991) was one of the most prominent directors of
the twentieth century, responsible for the classics The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957), Lawrence of Arabia
(1962), and Doctor Zhivago (1965). British-born Lean asserted himself in Hollywood as a major filmmaker
with his epic storytelling and panoramic visions of history, but he started out as a talented film editor and
director in Great Britain. As a result, he brought an art-house mentality to blockbuster films. Combining
elements of biography and film criticism, Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean uses
screenplays and production histories to assess Lean's body of work. Author Gene D. Phillips interviews
actors who worked with Lean and directors who knew him, and their comments reveal new details about the
director's life and career. Phillips also explores Lean's lesser-studied films, such as The Passionate Friends
(1949), Hobson's Choice (1954), and Summertime (1955). The result is an in-depth examination of the
director in cultural, historical, and cinematic contexts. Lean's approach to filmmaking was far different than
that of many of his contemporaries. He chose his films carefully and, as a result, directed only sixteen films
in a period of more than forty years. Those films, however, have become some of the landmarks of motion-
picture history. Lean is best known for his epics, but Phillips also focuses on Lean's successful adaptations of
famous works of literature, including retellings of plays such as Brief Encounter (1945) and novels such as
Great Expectations (1946), Oliver Twist (1948), and A Passage to India (1984). From expansive studies of
war and strife to some of literature's greatest high comedies and domestic dramas, Lean imbued all of his
films with his unique creative vision. Few directors can match Lean's ability to combine narrative sweep and
psychological detail, and Phillips goes beyond Lean's epics to reveal this unifying characteristic in the
director's body of work. Beyond the Epic is a vital assessment of a great director's artistic process and his
place in the film industry.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Beyond the Epic: The
Life and Films of David Lean. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Lawrence Sawyer:

This Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of
David Lean can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Haydee Todd:

This book untitled Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Carl Fox:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of
David Lean is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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