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Art on Fireisthe apparent biography of subversive painter Francesca deSilva, the founding foremother of
"pseudorealism,” who lived hard and died young. But in the tradition of Vladimir Nabokov's acclaimed novel
Pale Fire, it'safiction from start to finish. It opens with Francesca's early life. We learn about her childhood
love, the chess genius Lisa Sinsong, as well as her rivalry with her brilliant sister |sabella, who publishes an
acclaimed volume of poetry at the age of twelve. She compensates for the failings of her less than attentive
parents by turning to her grandmother who is loyal and adoring until she learns Francescais alesbian, when
she regjects her. Francesca flees to a ramshackle cabin in Wellfleet, Massachusetts, working weekends at the
flea market. She breaks into the gloomy basement of a house, where she begins her life as a painter. Much to
her confusion and even dismay, fame comes quickly.

Interspersed with Francesca's narrative are thirteen critical "essays" on the paintings of Francesca deSilva by
critics, academics, and psychol ogists—essays that are razor-sharp satires on art, lesbian life, and the
academic world, puncturing pretentiousness with every paragraph. Art on Fireisadarkly comic, pitch-
perfect, and fearless satire on the very art of biography itself.

Art on Fireisthelatest winner of the Bywater Prize for Fiction and was afinalist for the Heekin Foundation
Award, the Dana Awards, and the Story Oaks Prize. It was mistakenly awarded the nonfiction prize in the
Amherst Book and Plow Competition.
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From reader reviews:
Celia Norton:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Art on Fire is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Veronica Gregor:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Art on Fire book as this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Brett Nash:

Beside this particular Art on Firein your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you fed like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Art on Fire
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!

ArleneMiller:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Art on Fire when you essential it?
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