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“Family History of Fear has been in me for years. Along with this secret. From the instant I found out I
was not who I thought I was.”

Every family has its own history. Many families carry a tragic past. Like the author’s mother, many Poles did
not tell their children a complete story of their wartime exploits—of the underground Home Army, the
tragedy of the Warsaw Uprising, the civil war against the Communists. Years had to pass before the stories
of suffering and heroism could be told.

In Family History of Fear, Agata Tuszy?ska, one of Poland’s most admired poets and cultural historians,
writes of the stories she heard from her mother about her secret past.

Tuszy?ska, author of Vera Gran (“a book of extraordinary depth and power”—Richard Eder, The Boston
Globe; “captivating”—Newsweek; “darkly absorbing, shrewd, and sharply etched”—Publishers Weekly), has
written a powerful memoir about growing up after the Second World War in Communist Poland—blonde,
blue-eyed, and Catholic.

The author was nineteen years old and living in Warsaw when her mother told her the truth—that she was
Jewish—and began to tell her stories of the family’s secret past in Poland. Tuszy?ska, who grew up in a
country beset by anti-Semitism, rarely hearing the word “Jew” (only from her Polish Catholic father, and
then, always in derision), was unhinged, ashamed, and humiliated. The author writes of how she skillfully
erased the truth within herself, refusing to admit the existence of her other half.

In this profoundly moving and resonant book, Tuszy?ska investigates her past and writes of her journey to
uncover her family’s history during World War II—of her mother at age eight and her mother, entering the
Warsaw Ghetto for two years as conditions grew more desperate, and finally escaping just before the
uprising, and then living “hidden on the other side.” She writes of her grandfather, one of five thousand
Polish soldiers taken prisoner in 1939, becoming, later, the country’s most famous radio sports announcer;
and of her relatives and their mysterious pasts, as she tries to make sense of the hatred of Jews in her country.
She writes of her discoveries and of her willingness to accept a radically different definition of self, reading
the works of Isaac Bashevis Singer, opening up for her a world of Polish Jewry as he became her guide, and
then writing about his life and work, circling her Jewish self in Lost Landscapes: In Search of Isaac Bashevis
Singer and the Jews of Poland.

A beautiful and affecting book of discovery and acceptance; a searing, insightful portrait of Polish Jewish
life, lived before and after Hitler’s Third Reich.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hilton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Family History of Fear: A Memoir. Try to stumble
through book Family History of Fear: A Memoir as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when
you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jennie Groth:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Family History of Fear: A Memoir.
All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Edwin Dulac:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Family History of Fear: A Memoir was filled with regards
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Haydee Todd:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Family History of Fear:
A Memoir to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it.
Beside that the publication Family History of Fear: A Memoir can to be your friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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