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From the first scribbling on papyrus to the emergence of the e-book, this wide-ranging overview of the
history of the book provides a fascinating look at one of the most efficient, versatile, and enduring
technologies ever developed. The author traces the evolution of the book from the rarefied world of the
hand-copied and illuminated volume in ancient and medieval times, through the revolutionary impact of
Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press, to the rise of a publishing culture in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, and the subsequent impact of new technologies on this culture.  

Many of the great individual titles of the past two millennia are discussed as well as the range of book types
and formats that have emerged in the last few hundred years, from serial and dime novels to paperbacks,
children’s books, and Japanese manga. The volume ends with a discussion of the digital revolution in book
production and distribution and the ramifications for book lovers, who can’t help but wonder whether the
book will thrive—or even survive—in a form they recognize.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Villalobos:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Books: A Living History. Try to make the book Books: A Living
History as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Kevin Swafford:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Books: A Living
History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Morgan Lytle:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is Books: A
Living History.

Jonathan Baker:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Books: A Living History to make
your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Books: A
Living History can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
the time.
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