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In 1979, Ed Stilley was leading a simple life as a farmer and singer of religious hymns in Hogscald Hollow,
a tiny Ozark community south of Eureka Springs, Arkansas. Life was filled with hard work and making do
for Ed, his wife Eliza, and their five children, who lived in many ways as if the second half of the twentieth
century had never happened.

But one day Ed’s life was permanently altered. While plowing his field, he became convinced he was having
a heart attack. Ed stopped his work and lay down on the ground. Staring at the sky, he saw himself as a large
tortoise struggling to swim across a river. On his back were five small tortoises—his children—clinging to
him for survival. And then, as he lay there in the freshly plowed dirt, Ed received a vision from God, telling
him that he would be restored to health if he would agree to do one thing: make musical instruments and give
them to children.

And so he did. Beginning with a few simple hand tools, Ed worked tirelessly for twenty-five years to create
over two hundred instruments, each a crazy quilt of heavy, rough-sawn wood scraps joined with found
objects. A rusty door hinge, a steak bone, a stack of dimes, springs, saw blades, pot lids, metal pipes, glass
bottles, aerosol cans—Ed used anything he could to build a working guitar, fiddle, or dulcimer. On each
instrument Ed inscribed “True Faith, True Light, Have Faith in God.”

True Faith, True Light: The Devotional Art of Ed Stilley documents Ed Stilley’s life and work, giving us a
glimpse into a singular life of austere devotion.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Hershey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This True Faith, True Light: The Devotional Art
of Ed Stilley is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

April Miller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually True Faith, True Light: The Devotional Art of Ed
Stilley why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Justin Pritchett:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and True Faith, True Light: The
Devotional Art of Ed Stilley or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes True Faith, True Light: The Devotional Art of Ed Stilley to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jonathan Carney:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book True Faith, True Light: The
Devotional Art of Ed Stilley to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the reserve True Faith, True Light: The Devotional Art of Ed Stilley can to be your
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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