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A man who had won the Nobel Peace Prize, who was widely counted one of the greatest UN Secretary
Generals, was nearly hounded from office by scandal. Indeed, both Annan and the institution he incarnates
were so deeply shaken after the Bush Administration went to war in Iraq in the face of opposition from the
Security Council that critics, and even some friends, began asking whether this sixty-year-old experiment in
global policing has outlived its usefulness. Do its failures arise from its own structure and culture, or from a
clash with an American administration determined to go its own way in defiance of world opinion?

James Traub, a New York Times Magazine contributor who has spent years writing about the UN and about
foreign affairs, delves into these questions as no one else has done before. Traub enjoyed unprecedented
access to Annan and his top aides throughout much of this traumatic period. He describes the despair over
the Oil-for-Food scandal, the deep divide between those who wished to accommodate American critics and
those who wished to confront them, the failed attempt to goad the Security Council to act decisively against
state-sponsored ethnic cleansing in Sudan. And he recounts Annan's effort to respond to criticism with
sweeping reform—an effort which ultimately shattered on the resistance of U.S. Ambassador John Bolton.

In The Best Intentions, Traub recounts the dramatically entwined history of Kofi Annan and the UN from
1992 to the present. In Annan he sees a conscientious idealist given too little credit for advancing causes like
humanitarian intervention and an honest broker crushed between American conservatives and Third World
opponents—but also a UN careerist who has absorbed that culture and can not, in the end, escape its
limitations.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Best Intentions: Kofi Annan and the UN in the Era of
American World Power.

Cheryl Phelps:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Best
Intentions: Kofi Annan and the UN in the Era of American World Power suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Best Intentions: Kofi Annan
and the UN in the Era of American World Poweris the one of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Marie Walsh:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Best Intentions: Kofi
Annan and the UN in the Era of American World Power, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Norma Wilson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Best Intentions: Kofi Annan and the UN in the Era of American World Power



can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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