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Here on the Edge answers the growing interest in a long-neglected element of World War II history: the role
of pacifism in what is often called “The Good War.” Steve McQuiddy shares the fascinating story of one
conscientious objector camp located on the rain-soaked Oregon Coast, Civilian Public Service (CPS) Camp
#56. As home to the Fine Arts Group at Waldport, the camp became a center of activity where artists and
writers from across the country focused their work not so much on the current war, but on what kind of
society might be possible when the shooting finally stopped.

They worked six days a week—planting trees, crushing rock, building roads, and fighting forest fires—in
exchange for only room and board. At night, they published books under the imprint of the Untide Press.
They produced plays, art, and music—all during their limited non-work hours, with little money and few
resources. This influential group included poet William Everson, later known as Brother Antoninus, “the
Beat Friar”; violinist Broadus Erle, founder of the New Music Quartet; fine arts printer Adrian Wilson;
Kermit Sheets, co-founder of San Francisco’s Interplayers theater group; architect Kemper Nomland, Jr.; and
internationally renowned sculptor Clayton James.

After the war, camp members went on to participate in the San Francisco Poetry Renaissance of the 1950s,
which heavily influenced the Beat Generation of Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and Gary Snyder—who in
turn inspired Ken Kesey and his Merry Pranksters, leading the way to the 1960s upheavals epitomized by
San Francisco’s Summer of Love.

As camp members engaged in creative acts, they were plowing ground for the next generation, when a new
set of young people, facing a war of their own in Vietnam, would populate the massive peace movements of
the 1960s.

Twenty years in the making and packed with original research, Here on the Edge is the definitive history of
the Fine Arts Group at Waldport, documenting how their actions resonated far beyond the borders of the
camp. It will appeal to readers interested in peace studies, World War II history, influences on the 1960s
generation, and in the rich social and cultural history of the West Coast.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

The actual book Here on the Edge: How a Small Group of World War II Conscientious Objectors Took Art
and Peace from the Margins to the Mainstream will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book
very suited to you. The book Here on the Edge: How a Small Group of World War II Conscientious
Objectors Took Art and Peace from the Margins to the Mainstream is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joan Hanson:

This Here on the Edge: How a Small Group of World War II Conscientious Objectors Took Art and Peace
from the Margins to the Mainstream is great book for you because the content that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Here on the Edge: How a
Small Group of World War II Conscientious Objectors Took Art and Peace from the Margins to the
Mainstream in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Luz Cox:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Here on the Edge: How a Small
Group of World War II Conscientious Objectors Took Art and Peace from the Margins to the Mainstream is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Frances McKay:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Here on the Edge: How a
Small Group of World War II Conscientious Objectors Took Art and Peace from the Margins to the
Mainstream which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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