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Eve’s portrayal in the Bible as a sinner and a temptress seemed to represent—and justify—women’s inferior
position in society for much of history. During the Enlightenment, women challenged these traditional
gender roles by joining the public sphere as writers, intellectuals, philanthropists, artists, and patrons of the
arts. Some sought to reclaim Eve by recasting her as a positive symbol of women’s abilities and intellectual
curiosity. In Eve’s Enlightenment, leading scholars in the fields of history, art history, literature, and
psychology discuss how Enlightenment philosophies compared to women’s actual experiences in Spain and
Spanish America during the period.

Relying on newspaper accounts, poetry, polemic, paintings, and saints’ lives, this diverse group of
contributors discuss how evolving legal, social, and medical norms affected Hispanic women and how art
and literature portrayed them. Contributors such as historians Mónica Bolufer Peruga and María Victoria
López-Cordón Cortezo, art historian Janis A. Tomlinson, and literary critic Rebecca Haidt also examine the
contributions these women’s experiences make to a transatlantic understanding of the Enlightenment. A
common theme unites many of the essays: while Enlightenment reformers demanded rational equality for
men and women, society increasingly emphasized sentiment and passion as defining characteristics of the
female sex, leading to deepening contradictions. Despite clear gaps between Enlightenment ideals and
women’s experiences, however, the contributors agree that the women of Spain and Spanish America not
only took part in the social and cultural transformations of the time but also exerted their own power and
influence to help guide the Spanish-speaking world toward modernity.

The first interdisciplinary collection published in English, Eve’s Enlightenment offers a wealth of
information for scholars of eighteenth-century Spanish history, literature, art history, and women’s studies.
An introduction by editors Catherine M. Jaffe and Elizabeth Franklin Lewis provides helpful historical and
contextual information.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book Eve's Enlightenment: Women's Experience in
Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839 was making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Eve's Enlightenment: Women's
Experience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839 is not only giving you more new information but also
to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book Eve's Enlightenment: Women's Experience in Spain and Spanish America,
1726-1839. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ruben Martin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Eve's Enlightenment:
Women's Experience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839 book as nice and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Brian Mejia:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Eve's
Enlightenment: Women's Experience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839 suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Eve's Enlightenment: Women's
Experience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839is the main one of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Sarah Acres:

Eve's Enlightenment: Women's Experience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839 can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Eve's
Enlightenment: Women's Experience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726-1839 however doesn't forget the



main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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