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During China's late imperial period (roughly 1400-1900 CE), men gathered by the millions every two or
three years outside official examination compounds sprinkled across China. Only one percent of candidates
would complete the academic regimen that would earn them a post in the administrative bureaucracy. Civil
Examinations assesses the role of education, examination, and China's civil service in fostering the world's
first professional class based on demonstrated knowledge and skill.

Civil examinations were instituted in China in the seventh century CE, but in the Ming and Qing eras they
were at the center of a complex social web that held together the intellectual, political, and economic life of
imperial China. Local elites and the court sought to influence how the government regulated the classical
curriculum and selected civil officials. As a guarantor of educational merit, examinations tied the dynasty to
the privileged gentry and literati classes--both ideologically and institutionally.

China eliminated its classical examination system in 1905. But this carefully balanced, constantly contested
piece of social engineering, worked out over centuries, was an early harbinger of the meritocratic regime of
college boards and other entrance exams that undergirds higher education in much of the world today.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Civil
Examinations and Meritocracy in Late Imperial China, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Leslie Padilla:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Civil Examinations and
Meritocracy in Late Imperial China that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Civil Examinations and Meritocracy in Late Imperial
China become your own starter.

Edward Donnelly:

Beside this particular Civil Examinations and Meritocracy in Late Imperial China in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Civil Examinations and Meritocracy in Late Imperial China because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it
from at this point!

Amy Terrell:

This Civil Examinations and Meritocracy in Late Imperial China is brand new way for you who has interest
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Civil
Examinations and Meritocracy in Late Imperial China can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the



form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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