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The summer of 2008 was the summer of love and commitment for gays and lesbians in the United States.
Thousands of same-sex couples stood in line for wedding licenses all over California in the first few days
after same-sex marriage was legalized. On the other side of the country, Massachusetts, the very first state to
give gay couples marriage rights, took the last step to full equality by allowing same-sex couples from other
states to marry there as well. These happy times for same-sex couples were the hallmark of true equality for
some, yet others questioned whether the very bedrock of society was crumbling. What would this new step
portend?

In order to find out the impact of same-sex marriage, M. V. Lee Badgett traveled to a land where it has been
legal for same-sex couples to marry since 2001: the Netherlands. Badgett interviews gay couples to find out
how this step has affected their lives. We learn about the often surprising changes to their relationships, the
reactions of their families, and work colleagues. Moreover, Badgett is interested in the ways that the
institution itself has been altered for the larger society. How has the concept of marriage changed? When
Gay People Get Married gives readers a primer on the current state of the same-sex marriage debate, and a
new way of framing the issue that provides valuable new insights into the political, social, and personal
stakes involved.

The experiences of other countries and these pioneering American states serve as a crystal ball as we grapple
with this polarizing issue in the American context. The evidence shows both that marriage changes gay
people more than gay people change marriage, and that it is the most liberal countries and states making the
first move to recognize gay couples. In the end, Badgett compellingly shows that allowing gay couples to
marry does not destroy the institution of marriage and that many gay couples do benefit, in expected as well
as surprising ways, from the legal, social, and political rights that the institution offers.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Vance:

Here thing why this kind of When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-
Sex Marriage are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. When Gay People Get
Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with When Gay People
Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of When Gay
People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage in e-book can be your
substitute.

Wilma Richards:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When
Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Margaret Phillips:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to
be study. When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Christensen:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book When Gay People Get Married: What
Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide When Gay People Get



Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex Marriage can to be your brand new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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