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Some years ago, David Freedberg opened a dusty cupboard at Windsor Castle and discovered hundreds of
vividly colored, masterfully precise drawings of all sorts of plants and animals from the Old and New
Worlds. Coming upon thousands more drawings like them across Europe, Freedberg finally traced them all
back to a little-known scientific organization from seventeenth-century Italy called the Academy of Linceans
(or Lynxes).

Founded by Prince Federico Cesi in 1603, the Linceans took as their task nothing less than the
documentation and classification of all of nature in pictorial form. In this first book-length study of the
Linceans to appear in English, Freedberg focuses especially on their unprecedented use of drawings based on
microscopic observation and other new techniques of visualization. Where previous thinkers had classified
objects based mainly on similarities of external appearance, the Linceans instead turned increasingly to
sectioning, dissection, and observation of internal structures. They applied their new research techniques to
an incredible variety of subjects, from the objects in the heavens studied by their most famous (and
infamous) member Galileo Galilei—whom they supported at the most critical moments of his career—to the
flora and fauna of Mexico, bees, fossils, and the reproduction of plants and fungi. But by demonstrating the
inadequacy of surface structures for ordering the world, the Linceans unwittingly planted the seeds for the
demise of their own favorite method—visual description-as a mode of scientific classification.

Profusely illustrated and engagingly written, Eye of the Lynx uncovers a crucial episode in the development
of visual representation and natural history. And perhaps as important, it offers readers a dazzling array of
early modern drawings, from magnificently depicted birds and flowers to frogs in amber, monstrously
misshapen citrus fruits, and more.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

The event that you get from The Eye of the Lynx: Galileo, His Friends, and the Beginnings of Modern
Natural History will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Eye of the Lynx:
Galileo, His Friends, and the Beginnings of Modern Natural History giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Eye of
the Lynx: Galileo, His Friends, and the Beginnings of Modern Natural History instantly.

Shannon Blackshear:

Typically the book The Eye of the Lynx: Galileo, His Friends, and the Beginnings of Modern Natural
History has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jared Williams:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Eye of the Lynx: Galileo, His Friends, and the Beginnings of Modern Natural History offer
you a new experience in reading through a book.

Richard Strohm:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Eye of the Lynx: Galileo, His Friends, and the
Beginnings of Modern Natural History was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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